Below is a draft Presidential Executive Order in English, proposing statehood for Puerto Rico
based on congressional decisions, federal reports, and international studies.

This draft incorporates elements from historical U.S. territorial precedents, congressional actions
(e.g., Public Law 81-600, referendums), federal studies (e.g., Congressional Research Service
reports), and international perspectives (e.g., UN Decolonization Committee recommendations).
It mirrors the structure of the example provided, allowing for congressional review or veto while
asserting presidential authority, and includes a signature line intended for the U.S. President
(e.g., Donald Trump). The draft is grounded in verifiable data as of March 9, 2025, avoiding
undue speculation.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING PUERTO RICO AS THE 51ST STATE OF THE UNITED STATES

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the Constitution, which grants the
Executive inherent powers to manage the affairs of U.S. territories subject to congressional
oversight, and in recognition of the historical, legal, and democratic processes that have shaped
the political status of Puerto Rico, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Preamble

WHEREAS, Puerto Rico has been a territory of the United States since its acquisition under the
Treaty of Paris on December 10, 1898, following the Spanish-American War; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, through the Jones-Shafroth Act of March 2,
1917 (39 Stat. 951), granted U.S. citizenship to the people of Puerto Rico, affirming their
integration into the national fabric while retaining territorial status under the Territorial Clause;
and

WHEREAS, Public Law 81-600 (64 Stat. 319), enacted July 3, 1950, and Public Law 82-447 (66
Stat. 327), enacted July 3, 1952, authorized the people of Puerto Rico to adopt a constitution,
approved by referendum on March 3, 1952, with 81.9% support (374,649 votes in favor, 82,923
against), establishing the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as a self-governing entity under U.S.
sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, multiple non-binding referendums conducted by the Government of Puerto
Rico—most recently on November 5, 2024, with 58.6% (620,782 votes) favoring statehood,
29.6% (313,259 votes) for free association, and 11.8% (125,171 votes) for independence, with a
turnout of 54.5% (1,263,553 of approximately 2,317,000 registered voters)—demonstrate a
consistent and growing preference for full integration into the Union as a state; and

WHEREAS, congressional reports, including the Congressional Research Service’s "Political
Status of Puerto Rico: Options for Congress" (updated 2017) and testimony before the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee (e.g., April 23, 2013), affirm that statehood is a viable
and constitutionally permissible option for resolving Puerto Rico’s territorial status; and
WHEREAS, federal studies, such as the 2016 Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and
Economic Stability Act (PROMESA, 130 Stat. 549), highlight the economic and fiscal challenges
faced by Puerto Rico as a territory, suggesting that statehood could provide equitable access to
federal resources and representation; and

WHEREAS, international bodies, including the United Nations Special Committee on
Decolonization, have repeatedly called for the resolution of Puerto Rico’s colonial status (e.g.,



Resolution of June 20, 2023), urging the United States to facilitate self-determination in
accordance with international law; and

WHEREAS, historical precedents—such as the admission of Alaska (1959, 83.0% referendum
support) and Hawaii (1959, 94.3% referendum support)—demonstrate the United States’
capacity to integrate territories as states through a combination of local consent, executive
initiative, and congressional action;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [Donald Trump], President of the United States, by virtue of the authority
vested in me, do hereby proclaim and order the following to establish Puerto Rico as the 51st
State of the United States:

Section 1: Declaration of Purpose

(a) The United States recognizes the democratic will of the people of Puerto Rico, as expressed
in the November 5, 2024, referendum, to join the Union as a state with full equality under the
Constitution.

(b) This Executive Order initiates the process of admitting Puerto Rico as a state, leveraging the
President’s authority to manage territorial affairs and propose actions to Congress, with the
intent to resolve the island’s political status, enhance economic stability, and fulfill the promise of
self-determination.

Section 2: Establishment of the Puerto Rico Statehood Transition Commission (PRSTC)

(a) There is hereby established the Puerto Rico Statehood Transition Commission (PRSTC), to
be appointed within 90 days of this order, consisting of:

Five representatives from the U.S. federal government, including the Secretary of the Interior
and designees from the Departments of Justice and Treasury;

Five representatives from the Government of Puerto Rico, including the Governor or their
designee;

Three independent experts on constitutional law and territorial governance, appointed by the
President.
(b) The PRSTC shall:

Draft a proposed state constitution for Puerto Rico, consistent with the U.S. Constitution, within
180 days;

Negotiate terms of admission, including representation in Congress (two Senators and
proportional House members based on population, approximately 6-7 based on 3.2 million
residents), federal funding parity, and transition of territorial obligations;

Submit a final report to the President and Congress within one year of its formation.

Section 3: Legal and Constitutional Basis

(a) This order is issued under the President’s authority to manage territorial affairs as delegated
by Congress and inherent in Article Il, consistent with historical executive actions (e.qg.,
President Roosevelt’s oversight of the Philippines’ transition, 1935-1946).



(b) It acknowledges congressional precedent in admitting states (e.g., Alaska Statehood Act, 72
Stat. 339; Hawaii Admission Act, 73 Stat. 4) and relies on the Territorial Clause, subject to
congressional review.

(c) The order aligns with federal studies (e.g., GAO Report GAO-18-483, 2018) and
international calls for decolonization, reinforcing its legal and moral grounding.

Section 4: Implementation Timeline and Steps

(a) Immediate Actions (Within 90 Days):

Formation of the PRSTC by June 7, 2025.

Notification to Congress of intent to admit Puerto Rico as a state.
(b) Constitutional Development (Within 180 Days):

PRSTC submits a draft state constitution by September 5, 2025, for approval by Puerto Rican
voters in a referendum scheduled no later than December 31, 2025.
(c) Congressional Submission (Within One Year):

PRSTC report and admission proposal submitted to Congress by March 9, 2026, for legislative
action.

(d) Admission Target: Assuming congressional approval, Puerto Rico shall be admitted as the
51st state no later than July 4, 2027, coinciding with the 251st anniversary of American
independence.

Section 5: Financial and Representation Considerations

(a) The PRSTC shall coordinate with the Department of the Treasury to ensure Puerto Rico’s
transition includes full eligibility for federal programs (e.g., Medicare, Supplemental Security
Income) as a state, addressing disparities identified in PROMESA.

(b) Upon admission, Puerto Rico shall elect two U.S. Senators and its proportional House
delegation in the next federal election cycle (e.g., November 2028), with interim appointments if
necessary.

Section 6: Congressional Review and Effective Date

(a) This order is subject to congressional review and potential veto within 60 legislative days of
its submission, consistent with historical practice (e.g., Public Law 82-447 amendments).

(b) Absent congressional action, the President asserts authority to proceed with the transition,
effective March 12, 2025, pending PRSTC completion and final admission by Congress.

(c) Any legal challenges shall be adjudicated under federal jurisdiction, recognizing the
ambiguity of executive versus congressional powers in territorial disposition.

Section 7: General Provisions

(a) This order is not intended to, and does not, impair or otherwise affect the authority of
Congress under Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2, nor the rights of the people of Puerto Rico to
self-determination as affirmed by federal and international law.

(b) All executive departments and agencies shall cooperate fully with the PRSTC to effectuate
this order.

Signed this 12th day of March, 2025.

[Signature Line]

Donald Trump



President of the United States

Notes on the Draft

Basis in Decisions and Reports:

Congressional: Draws on Public Law 81-600 and 82-447 (1952), referendums (e.g., 2024:
58.6% statehood), and CRS reports affirming statehood’s legality.

Federal: Incorporates PROMESA (2016) and GAO findings on economic disparities, supporting
statehood’s fiscal rationale.

International: References UN Decolonization Committee calls (2023) for resolving Puerto Rico’s
status.

Precedents: Mirrors Alaska/Hawaii transitions (strong referendums, congressional acts) and
Philippines (executive oversight with legislative approval), though asserts broader executive
authority, creating ambiguity as in the example.

Congressional Review: Allows veto or modification, reflecting the Territorial Clause, while
claiming presidential initiative, consistent with the example’s legal tension.

Timeline: Practical, based on historical transitions (e.g., Hawaii’'s 1959 process), adjusted to
2025-2027 for realism.

This draft balances historical precedent, democratic input (2024 referendum), and legal
frameworks, while acknowledging congressional primacy as criticized in the X thread context.
It's a proposal, not enacted policy, and would require further legal and political scrutiny.
Detalles de PROMESA

Estatus de Guam

Mas claro y conciso



